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Lateral File Cabinet vs Vertical File Cabinet

Side-by-Side Comparison Guide

Specification Lateral File Cabinet Vertical File Cabinet
Typical Dimensions Common widths are 30"—42" with shallower depth than Usually 15"-18" wide and 25"-28" deep
vertical files
Approx. Product Weight Often 120-250 Ibs depending on drawer count and fire rating  Approx. 60-150 Ibs for standard units
Best For offices that want wide drawer access and top-surface utility small offices that need filing capacity in a narrow footprint
Primary Strength lets multiple users scan files side to side and doubles as a packs documents into a very compact wall width

credenza-height surface

Primary Trade-Off uses more wall width than a vertical cabinet drawers project farther into the room and limit multi-user
access
Accessory / Storage Fit pairs well with overhead shelving, desk returns, and shared easy to tuck beside desks or inside small file rooms
filing zones
Installation Notes delivery planning matters because fully welded units are simple to place, though tipping safety matters with deep open
heavy drawers
Maintenance Level durable and easy to keep in service for years low and dependable
When to Choose Lateral File Cabinet When to Choose Vertical File Cabinet
¢ Choose Lateral File Cabinet when the office needs a solution designed for ¢ Choose Vertical File Cabinet when your priorities are centered on small
offices that want wide drawer access and top-surface utility. offices that need filing capacity in a narrow footprint.
e In practical terms, that usually means the buyer is willing to accept that it e Buyers also gravitate toward it when they want a piece that feels easier to
uses more wall width than a vertical cabinet because the payoff is adapt if headcount, room assignment, or workflow changes later.

stronger day-to-day performance. . . . . .
9 Y yP ¢ That does not make Vertical File Cabinet the compromise choice.

e Lateral File Cabinet also makes sense when the surrounding furniture plan

. ¢ In the right application, it is the more disciplined specification because it
already supports its strengths.

° solves the real need without asking the room or the budget to carry
If the project includes accessories or storage, it helps that lateral file cabinet unnecessary overhead.
pairs well with overhead shelving, desk returns, and shared filing zones.

OUR RECOMMENDATION
For most offices comparing these two options, Lateral File Cabinet is the more flexible overall choice. Contact us if you want help matching the right
size, finish, or companion products to your space.
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