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Bow-Front Desks

Q1. What is a bow-front desk?
A: A bow-front desk has a primary surface with a curved outward-bowing front edge rather than a straight

edge. The curve projects the center of the desk surface slightly toward the seated user, reducing the reach
distance to the center of the desk. Bow-front desks are predominantly found in executive office settings and
are valued both for their ergonomic benefit (easier reach to the work area) and their formal, polished visual
profile.

Q2. What sizes do bow-front desks come in?
A: The most common widths for bow-front desks are 60", 66", and 72". Depth at the sides is typically 30", with

the bow adding 3" to 5" at the center, bringing the center depth to 33" to 35". Most bow-front desks are
designed for standard 29" to 30" seated work height. Some executive lines also offer oversize configurations
at 76" or 84" wide for very large private offices.

Q3. Are bow-front desks available in modern finishes, or only traditional wood tones?
A: The majority of bow-front desks are available in traditional executive finishes — cherry, mahogany, walnut,

and espresso — because the curved profile is associated with traditional executive design. However, a
growing number of manufacturers offer bow-front desks in contemporary finishes including white, grey, and
modern walnut tone. If modern aesthetic is important to you, search specifically for 'contemporary executive
bow-front' or call us and we'll identify what's available in that segment.

Q4. Can I pair a bow-front desk with a straight return to make an L-shape?
A: Yes, and this is actually one of the most popular configurations for bow-front executive desks. The bow-front

serves as the primary workspace while a straight return extends to one side, adding secondary surface area.
Make sure the return is specifically designed to connect to your bow-front model — the curved profile at the
desk's side changes the connection angle, and not all returns are compatible with all bow-front desks without
the right connector hardware.

Q5. What materials are bow-front executive desks made from?
A: Quality bow-front desks are typically constructed with hardwood veneer (thin real-wood surface) applied

over a solid MDF or plywood substrate. The veneer provides the look and feel of solid wood with better
dimensional stability and more consistent coloring. Some lower-priced bow-front desks use paper laminate
surfaces rather than real veneer — a meaningful quality difference. Look for product listings that specify
'hardwood veneer' or 'wood veneer' rather than just 'wood-look' or 'woodgrain finish.'
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