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Drafting Chairs & Stools
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What's the difference between a drafting chair and a regular task chair?

A: Drafting chairs adjust significantly higher than standard task chairs (seat height up to 28"-32" vs. 18"-22"
for standard), include a footring for foot support at elevated heights, and are designed for counter-height and
drafting-table work surfaces.

What seat height range do | need for my work surface?

A: Your seat height should allow your elbows to be at approximately work surface height. For a 36" counter,
you likely need a 24"-26" seat height. For a 42" drafting table, you need 28"-32" seat height. Measure your
work surface before selecting a chair.

Do | need a footring on a drafting chair?

A: Yes, in almost all cases. Without a footring, feet dangle unsupported at drafting height, cutting off thigh
circulation and making the chair uncomfortable for extended use. A 360-degree adjustable footring lets you
position foot support regardless of body position.

Can | use a bar stool as a drafting chair?

A: For casual or occasional use, yes. For extended work at a drafting or counter-height surface, a bar stool
lacks back support and footring adjustment, leading to posture problems and fatigue. A proper drafting chair
is worth the investment for daily professional use.

What's the difference between a counter stool and a bar stool?

A: Counter stools have seat heights of 24"-26" for 34"-36" surface heights. Bar stools have seat heights of
28"-30" for 40"—42" surface heights. Getting the wrong height makes the stool uncomfortable and the work
surface the wrong height ergonomically.

Are there ergonomic drafting chairs?

A: Yes — ergonomic drafting chairs include adjustable lumbar support, adjustable seat depth,
height-adjustable footring, and armrests. For users spending 4+ hours daily at a drafting or counter-height
surface, an ergonomic drafting chair is as important as an ergonomic task chair.

What's a saddle stool and is it good for drafting work?

A: A saddle stool has a seat shaped like a horse saddle — tilted forward, which opens the hip angle and can
reduce lower back strain. Particularly useful for users who work in a forward-leaning position at a drafting
table. They require core strength and can feel odd initially but are highly regarded for long-duration drafting
work.

What casters are right for a drafting chair?
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A: Standard hard plastic casters for carpet, soft rubber casters for hard floors. Drafting chairs on hard floors
benefit from rubber casters to prevent sliding and floor damage. Also confirm the chair base diameter —
wider bases are more stable at taller heights.

Q9. Are drafting chairs available with armrests?

A: Yes, though not all models include them. Height-adjustable arms are particularly useful on drafting chairs
where the work surface height varies. Confirm arms don't interfere with the work surface when the chair is
pulled in to working height.

Q10. What weight capacity should a drafting chair have?

A: At least 250 Ibs for standard commercial use. Tall chairs (higher center of gravity) benefit from
heavier-duty bases and mechanisms. For users over 250 Ibs, look for chairs specifically rated to 350 Ibs or
more.
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