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Why Fireproof Storage Is Not Optional for Serious Businesses

Here's the thing about fireproof cabinets: you never think you need one — until you do. And by then, it's too

late. A fire that destroys irreplaceable documents, backup drives, or sensitive data can cripple a business even

if the building itself is recovered. Insurance replaces equipment. It doesn't replace contracts signed ten years

ago, original permits, irreplaceable records, or years of backup media.

The good news? Fireproof cabinets are more affordable than most people expect, especially at

FindOfficeFurniture.com where we offer serious commercial-grade protection at prices that won't require a

budget committee meeting.

This guide is going to make you genuinely knowledgeable about fire ratings, cabinet types, and what actually

happens to your documents inside a burning building — because understanding the why makes choosing the

right product a lot easier.

Fire Ratings Explained — UL, ETL, and What the Numbers Mean

Fire ratings on cabinets are not marketing speak — they're the result of actual third-party testing under

controlled fire conditions. Here's how to read them:

UL Rated — Underwriters Laboratories is the gold standard for fire testing. A UL listing means the cabinet was

physically tested in a furnace, subjected to specific fire temperatures and durations, and maintained an interior

temperature low enough to protect the specified contents. When you see "UL Listed" on a fireproof cabinet,

that's a meaningful, tested certification — not a manufacturer claim.

ETL Listed — Another third-party certification body (now part of Intertek). ETL listings follow the same UL

standards. A UL or ETL listing is equally valid for insurance and compliance purposes.

1-Hour Rating (350°F interior) — The cabinet survived a 1,700°F fire for one hour with the interior temperature

staying at or below 350°F. Paper ignites at 451°F, so a 350°F interior keeps paper documents safe. This is the

minimum standard for document protection and covers the vast majority of business needs. Most commercial

office fires are extinguished within an hour.

2-Hour Rating — The cabinet survived a 1,700°F fire for two hours with a 350°F interior limit. For businesses in

areas with longer fire response times, high-value documents, or heightened fire risk environments, the 2-hour

rating provides additional protection. Note that 2-hour rated cabinets are significantly heavier.

Media / Data Rating (125°F interior) — Electronic media — USB drives, tapes, external hard drives, CDs —

fails at much lower temperatures than paper. Media-rated cabinets and safes maintain a 125°F interior (well

below the ~120°F failure threshold of magnetic media). If you're storing digital backups or electronic records,

you need a media-rated cabinet, not just a standard document-rated one.

Impact Rating — Some UL listings include a drop test: the cabinet is dropped from a height after the fire test to

simulate a building floor collapse. Cabinets that pass this test maintain their protective integrity even if the
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building structure fails during the fire. Look for "Class 350" (paper), "Class 150" (microfilm), or "Class 125"

(media) ratings plus an impact designation.

Rating Type
Interior Temp

Limit Protects Duration

UL Class 350
1-Hour 350°F Paper documents 1 hour

UL Class 350
2-Hour 350°F Paper documents 2 hours

UL Class 125
1-Hour 125°F Electronic media 1 hour

UL Class 125
2-Hour 125°F Electronic media 2 hours

With Impact
Rating Same as above

Same + floor
collapse Per rating

What to Store in Fireproof Cabinets

Knowing what you have that needs protection helps you size your purchase correctly.

Paper Documents — Original contracts, deeds, corporate formation documents, client agreements, medical

records, personnel files, accounts payable/receivable records, permits, licenses. Anything that would be difficult

or impossible to replace and whose loss would create legal, financial, or operational problems.

Electronic Media — USB drives, external hard drives, backup tapes, CDs, DVDs. Critical IT backups.

Remember: these require a media-rated cabinet (125°F interior), not a standard document cabinet.

Valuables — Cash, checks, prepaid cards, small valuables. Some fireproof cabinets include a locked interior

compartment for valuables within the file storage area.

What NOT to rely on a fireproof cabinet for — Fireproof cabinets protect contents during a fire; they're not

impenetrable safes. If theft or forced entry is a primary concern (cash, jewelry, firearms), you need a dedicated

security safe with anti-pry and anti-drill features in addition to fire protection.

Types of Fireproof Storage Units

Vertical Fireproof File Cabinets — Look like standard vertical file cabinets but with dramatically thicker walls

(2"–3" of fire-resistant material). Available in 2, 3, and 4 drawer configurations. Letter or legal size. These are

the most common type for general business use. Drawers include hanging file rails standard.

Lateral Fireproof File Cabinets — Wider, lower-profile cabinets (typically 30"–42" wide) with drawers that pull

open from the side. Store more files per drawer than vertical cabinets but require more horizontal floor space.
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More expensive than vertical models. Better for high-volume filing environments.

Fireproof Data Safes / Media Safes — Small to medium-sized safes specifically rated for electronic media

(125°F interior). Used for storing USB drives, external hard drives, and other digital media. Size ranges from

small desktop units to larger floor models. Often have shelves or compartments designed for media storage.

Fireproof Document Safes — Compact safe-style units (not cabinet drawers) designed for smaller quantities

of documents and media. Lock like a safe rather than a filing cabinet. Great for executive offices or home office

use where space is limited.

Fireproof Map/Plan Drawers — Specialty units for large-format documents (engineering drawings,

architectural plans). Wide, shallow drawers rated for fire protection. Very specialized, but essential for

architecture, engineering, and construction firms.

Weight Considerations — These Are HEAVY

This is the detail that surprises buyers most: fireproof cabinets are extremely heavy. Here's why, and why it

matters.

The fire-resistant properties come from concrete-like insulating material (often a combination of vermiculite,

perlite, and water) packed into the cabinet walls, doors, and drawer assemblies. This material is heavy by

nature. A standard 2-drawer vertical fireproof cabinet weighs 200–400 lbs. A 4-drawer model can weigh

500–700 lbs. Lateral models and 2-hour rated models are heavier still.

What this means for you:

• Delivery: You need to plan for white-glove or threshold delivery, not curbside. These cabinets cannot be
carried by one person. FOF's delivery team can handle placement — ask when you order.

• Flooring: Confirm your floor can handle the concentrated weight, especially in upper-floor installations. A
600 lb cabinet concentrated on four small feet can exceed standard office floor ratings. Consult your
building manager.

• Relocation: Once placed, these cabinets are not easy to move. Place them where they'll stay
permanently. Use heavy-duty furniture dollies if relocation is needed.

• Opening: Some cabinets have counterbalanced drawers to compensate for the weight. Others feel like
you're lifting a small car. Check user reviews for drawer operation quality.

Impact Resistance Ratings

Standard fire rating tests confirm the cabinet survived the fire. Impact tests go further: after the fire test, the

cabinet is dropped from heights up to 30 feet to simulate a floor collapse when the building structure burns

through.

For most ground-floor commercial installations, a basic UL Class 350 1-hour rating is sufficient. The cabinet

won't fall through the floor.
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For upper-floor installations, high-value content, or environments with significant fire risk (restaurants,

manufacturing facilities, buildings with open-flame processes), choose a cabinet with an impact rating. It's

meaningful additional protection and usually adds only modestly to the cost.

FireKing, a leading manufacturer, offers many cabinets with both fire and impact ratings. Their Insulated Files

series is widely regarded as the benchmark for commercial fireproof storage.

Brand Considerations

Not all fire cabinets are created equal. The market has cheap, unrated cabinets marketed with vague fire

resistance claims. Always verify the UL or ETL listing before purchasing.

FireKing — The industry standard for commercial fireproof filing cabinets. Been manufacturing in the US for

decades. Strong UL ratings, impact-rated options, and wide availability. If you're buying a fireproof cabinet for

serious business use, FireKing belongs on your short list.

Sentry Safe — Strong brand for fireproof safes and smaller document safes. More consumer-oriented than

FireKing for large filing applications, but excellent for media safes and compact document protection.

Schwab / HON Fireproof Lines — Quality options in the commercial space, often available through

commercial furniture dealers like FOF.

FOF carries fireproof cabinets from top brands at prices that beat most retail sources. Call 1.866.409.0202 to

discuss your specific protection needs and we'll guide you to the right product.

Budget vs. Protection Levels

$300–$600 — Entry-level fireproof document safes and 2-drawer vertical fireproof file cabinets. Basic UL Class

350 1-hour rating. Adequate for most small-business document protection needs.

$600–$1,200 — Quality 2 and 3-drawer vertical cabinets from established brands. Solid UL Class 350 1-hour or

2-hour ratings. Better drawer operation, more finish options. This is the commercial sweet spot.

$1,200–$2,500 — 4-drawer verticals, lateral fireproof cabinets, media-rated safes. 2-hour ratings with impact

protection. FireKing and similar top-tier brands in full configurations.

$2,500+ — Large lateral cabinets, high-capacity configurations, specialty formats (map drawers, media banks).

Serious institutional protection.

Remember: — The cost of a fireproof cabinet is tiny compared to the value of what it protects. A $500 cabinet

protecting $50,000 worth of irreplaceable business records is the best ROI in your office.

Quick-Buy Checklist

Nail these down before you order:
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■ Content type: Paper documents or electronic media?

■ Rating needed: UL Class 350 (paper) or Class 125 (media)?

■ Duration needed: 1-hour or 2-hour fire rating?

■ Impact rating: Required? (Upper floors or high-risk environments)

■ Cabinet type: Vertical file, lateral file, media safe, or document safe?

■ Size: 2-drawer, 3-drawer, or 4-drawer? Letter or legal?

■ Volume: How many linear inches of filing do you need?

■ Weight: Can your floor handle it? Do you have a delivery team?

■ Placement: Ground floor (simpler) or upper floor (consider impact rating)?

■ Brand: UL or ETL listed — don't buy unrated cabinets.

■ Budget: Match your protection level to your risk.

■ Warranty: FOF's free lifetime warranty and lowest price guarantee.


