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Stacking & Folding Chairs

Why Stacking and Folding Chairs Are Worth Buying Right

Stacking and folding chairs are bought for flexibility — they need to function well when in use and disappear into
storage when not needed. In multipurpose rooms, banquet halls, training centers, conference rooms, and large
events, they're the primary seating solution.

The mistake most buyers make is optimizing entirely for storage and underweighting seated comfort and durability.
A folding chair used by 50 people per day for training sessions needs to be comfortable for 4-hour sessions and last
10+ years. The cheapest option rarely achieves either.
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Stacking Chairs vs. Folding Chairs

Stacking chairs have fixed legs and nest vertically by stacking seat over seat. They take up minimal storage space
when stacked in groups of 6—-20+. More comfortable and more structurally stable than folding chairs — the legs
don't move, so the joints don't wear.

Folding chairs collapse completely flat by folding the seat against the legs. They take less space per chair when
stored flat, can be stored in bags or vertical racks, and are extremely portable. The folding mechanism is a
structural weak point — quality varies significantly.

For most commercial applications, stacking chairs outperform folding chairs on durability and comfort. Use folding
chairs where portability and flat storage are critical — outdoor events, off-site setups, spaces with minimal
dedicated storage.
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Key Specs: Frame, Seat, and Capacity

Frame material: Steel is the commercial standard. Gauge (thickness) matters — 18-gauge steel is heavier-duty
than 20-gauge. Aluminum is lighter than steel and doesn't rust, making it excellent for outdoor or humid
environments. Avoid thin-walled aluminum on high-capacity chairs.

Seat material: Polypropylene shell seats are the most common for stacking chairs — durable, easy to clean,
available in many colors. Padded seats (foam over shell with fabric or vinyl cover) are significantly more
comfortable for longer sessions. Wire frame seats (think classic Bertoia-style) are aesthetically distinctive but less
comfortable for extended sitting.

Weight capacity: Standard stacking and folding chairs are rated to 250—300 Ibs. For public events or high-traffic
commercial use, 400-Ib-rated options ensure you can accommodate all users. Never use a chair beyond its rated
capacity.

Stacking height: Confirm how many chairs stack per cart or per unit of floor space. Most commercial stacking
chairs stack 20—40 per cart, which determines storage footprint.
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Padded vs. Hard Shell: The Comfort Trade-Off

Hard shell (polypropylene): Virtually indestructible, extremely easy to clean, very low cost per chair. Adequate for
events and sessions under 30—-45 minutes. Uncomfortable for longer use.

Padded seats: Add 1"-2" of foam under fabric or vinyl cover. Makes a significant difference for sessions over 45
minutes. Padding must be commercial-grade density — low-density foam bottoms out after 6—12 months of heavy
use.

Fully upholstered: Both seat and back padded. More expensive, more comfortable, and more appropriate for
upscale events or rooms where appearance matters. Harder to clean than hard shell.

For training rooms, conference overflow, and long-session spaces: padded seats minimum. For quick-turn events,
assembly settings, and outdoor use: hard shell is practical and economical.

www.FindOfficeFurniture.com Page 4 of 9 888-719-4960



ceFurniture.com Buyer's Guide
888-719-4960

Stacking & Folding Chairs

Color and Aesthetics for Multipurpose Rooms

In multipurpose rooms where stacking chairs are the primary seating, color selection matters more than it does for
supplemental chairs. A room of 50 black chairs looks intentional and professional. A room of mismatched chairs
looks like an accumulation.

Neutrals: Black, gray, and charcoal are the most versatile — they work with any tablecloth color, room color, or
event theme. They don't show stains as readily as lighter options.

Accent colors: Bold colors (red, blue, green) can be part of a deliberate design approach for branded spaces or
where the chairs contribute to the room's identity. Use consistently across the full chair inventory.

Matching with tables: If you're buying stacking chairs to go with folding tables, coordinate finishes — black chairs
with black edge folding tables, for example.
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Stacking Chair Accessories: Carts, Covers, and Dollies

Stacking chairs are only as practical as the system that supports their storage and movement. The right
accessories make a significant difference in day-to-day usability.

Chair carts/dollies: A purpose-built stacking chair cart typically holds 20—-40 chairs and allows one person to move
the entire stack. Most commercial chair carts use a tubular steel frame with pneumatic or caster wheels. Confirm
the cart is designed for your specific chair model — not all chairs stack on all carts.

Stacking quantity per cart: Overloading carts is a stability and safety issue. Confirm the cart's rated capacity
matches your stack height. For storage areas with low ceilings, also check the stacked height against ceiling
clearance.

Chair bags and covers: Protective chair bags are used for storage of chairs that won't be used for extended
periods. They protect against dust, UV fading, and incidental damage. Particularly useful for seasonal or
event-based inventory.

Chair trucks for folding chairs: Folding chairs can be moved in vertical racks designed for this purpose — the
chairs hang from a horizontal rod by their folded seat. These racks on wheels allow large quantities of folded chairs
to be moved and stored efficiently.

Accessories are often afterthoughts but represent real operational value. Budget for the appropriate storage and
transport accessories at the same time as the chairs.
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Stacking and Folding Chairs for Specific Events and Uses

The right stacking or folding chair choice depends heavily on the specific events and spaces they'll serve.

Training rooms: Padded stacking chairs, typically in a fabric or vinyl seat, on a steel frame. 18-gauge steel
minimum. Needs to handle daily reconfiguration from classroom to breakout to lecture layouts. A cart for easy
storage is essential.

Banquet and catering: Folding chairs in commercial banquet configurations — usually a resin or metal frame with
a padded seat. Must look presentable in event photos, handle varied room configurations, and stack efficiently in
mobile transport racks.

Church and assembly halls: Heavy-duty padded stacking chairs rated 400+ Ibs are common in these
applications. Seat and back padding for longer service periods. Available in custom fabric colors for many product
lines.

Outdoor events: Lightweight aluminum or high-grade polypropylene shell chairs. Weather-resistant, easy to clean
after outdoor use, light enough to be moved frequently. Avoid upholstered chairs for outdoor events — upholstery
saturates with moisture and takes days to fully dry.

Temporary corporate spaces: Pop-up offices, project rooms, and temporary workspaces use stacking chairs that
can be deployed quickly and stored compactly between uses. Look for commercial-grade construction even in
temporary applications — chairs often end up being used longer than initially planned.
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Shop Stacking and Folding Chairs at FindOfficeFurniture.com

FindOfficeFurniture.com carries commercial stacking and folding chairs for every application — training rooms,
banquet halls, reception areas, churches, and event venues. We stock chairs across quality tiers from practical
commercial-grade to premium padded event seating.

Volume pricing is available on orders of 20 or more chairs. Our team can confirm per-unit pricing, verify in-stock
availability, and arrange efficient delivery for large-quantity orders. Call 888-719-4960 or visit
www.FindOfficeFurniture.com for our complete stacking and folding chair selection. Free shipping on qualifying
orders.
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