
Top 10 Questions

888-719-4960

www.FindOfficeFurniture.com Page 1 of 2 888-719-4960

Stacking & Folding Chairs
Q1. Stacking or folding — which should I buy?

A: Stacking chairs are more durable and generally more comfortable because the legs don't move (no folding
mechanism to wear out). Folding chairs are more portable and can store flat. For permanent commercial
installations, stacking chairs are usually the better choice. For events, portable setups, and spaces with
limited storage, folding chairs work well.

Q2. What's the minimum weight capacity I should require?

A: 250 lbs for any commercial application. For public events or spaces accessible to the general public,
300–400 lb rated chairs accommodate a broader range of users without incident. Budget chairs are often only
rated to 200–225 lbs — insufficient for commercial use.

Q3. How many stacking chairs fit on a cart?

A: Standard commercial stacking chair carts hold 20–40 chairs depending on the chair and cart model.
Confirm compatibility between chairs and carts before buying — not all chairs stack on all carts. Purpose-built
carts make storage and transportation much more practical.

Q4. What frame gauge is best for commercial stacking chairs?

A: 18-gauge steel is commercial heavy-duty. 16-gauge is even heavier but less common. 20-gauge is lighter
and appropriate for lower-use applications. For chairs used daily in training rooms or banquet halls, 18-gauge
steel is the right spec.

Q5. Are padded stacking chairs worth the extra cost?

A: For sessions over 45 minutes, yes. Polypropylene shell seats become uncomfortable quickly — people
shift and lose focus. Padded seats with commercial-grade foam make 2–3 hour sessions significantly more
manageable.

Q6. What's the best stacking chair for a training room?

A: Commercial-grade padded stacking chair with 18-gauge steel frame, fabric or vinyl seat, 250+ lb capacity,
and a comfortable seat depth. Look for chairs that stack 25+ per cart for efficient storage. Fabric is better for
long sessions; vinyl is easier to clean.

Q7. How do I clean padded stacking chairs?

A: Fabric seats: vacuum weekly, spot clean with mild fabric cleaner. Vinyl seats: wipe with damp cloth and
mild cleaner. Hard shell: wipe with any standard surface cleaner. Avoid bleach or harsh chemicals that can
degrade fabric dyes or vinyl surface.

Q8. Can I use folding chairs outdoors?
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A: Metal folding chairs (steel or aluminum) with appropriate surface treatment can be used outdoors.
Aluminum chairs resist rust better than steel — better choice for outdoor or humid environments. Avoid
leaving any metal chairs outdoors permanently — store them when not in use.

Q9. What's the best color for multipurpose room stacking chairs?

A: Black is the most versatile — works with virtually any tablecloth, room color, or event theme. Charcoal and
gray are good alternatives. Avoid white or light colors for high-traffic rooms — they show stains and scuffs
within the first month of use.

Q10. How do I move large quantities of stacking chairs efficiently?

A: A purpose-built stacking chair cart (often called a dolly) that holds 20–40 chairs is the standard solution.
Carts with handles and pneumatic wheels make it easy to move large stacks. Confirm chair-to-cart
compatibility before buying either.


