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Executive Suites & Private Offices Office Furniture — What You
Actually Need

An executive office does two things: it's a fully functional workspace for someone with serious decision-making
responsibilities, and it's a stage for meetings, negotiations, and conversations where perception matters.
Getting the furniture right means nailing both without spending absurdly on brand names you don't need.

The Must-Have Pieces — CEO, CFO, and C-Suite Offices

The Executive Desk

The desk is the centerpiece — everything radiates from it. Executive desks in the 72—84" range give sufficient
surface for document review, computer work, and phone-in meetings without looking overwhelmingly large.
L-shaped or U-shaped configurations are common for executives who need simultaneous access to computer
screens, reference materials, and meeting documents. Wood veneer or high-quality dark laminate (walnut,
mahogany, cherry) is the expected finish at the C-suite level. Avoid lighter finishes or plastic-look laminates —
they read as junior level.

Built-in cable management (desk grommet ports, cable channels, under-desk management) is a quality signal
in a premium office — a beautiful desk with visible cable tangles undermines the professional statement.

The Credenza & Storage Wall

A credenza directly behind or beside the desk is the functional backbone of an executive office — it holds files
currently in use, awards and photographs, reference books, and extra supplies without cluttering the desk
surface. Coordinated bookcases or storage units on the side or back wall extend file capacity and provide the
backdrop for video calls and meetings. Matching the credenza and bookcase finish to the desk finish is critical
— uncoordinated wood tones read as assembled-over-time rather than intentionally designed.

The Meeting Area Within the Office

Most C-suite offices should have a secondary meeting area — separate from the desk — for more collegial
discussions. A round conference table at 48-54" diameter with 4 upholstered chairs creates a space where the
executive and 3 colleagues sit at the same level, which changes the conversational dynamic. Alternatively, a
small sofa and upholstered chairs around a coffee table serves a similar function with a more informal register
appropriate for 1-on-1 coaching or creative discussions.

The Executive Chair

Leather is the traditional choice for executive seating — and there's a reason it has staying power. High-back
leather executive chairs with adjustable lumbar support, arm height, and seat depth signal the position and are
durable enough for the 8—10+ hour daily use of senior executives. If leather isn't the aesthetic, premium fabric
or high-quality vinyl in a tailored chair design works — just ensure BIFMA certification and a high-back
configuration that reads as executive rather than task.

www.FindOfficeFurniture.com Page 2 888-719-4960



Off' Furnit Industry Guide
Icerurniture.com 8857194960

Boardroom Furniture

The boardroom is the highest-stakes furniture investment in most organizations. This is where major decisions
happen and where your most important external stakeholders form opinions.

e Table size: Plan for the maximum realistic attendance, not the typical meeting. A 12-seat boardroom that
squeezes 14 for quarterly board meetings is better than a 10-seat room.

e Built-in power: AV integration panels (2 duplex outlets + 2 data ports + AV connection per 2 seats) are
now standard in boardrooms.

e Finish coordination: Table, credenza, and any case pieces should all be in the same finish family.

* Chair quality: High-back leather conference chairs with synchronized tilt and lumbar adjustment. Budget
$500-$1,200/chair for a quality boardroom.

» Table quality signal: Premium tables use actual wood veneer or solid surface tops, not paper-laminate
over particle board. The difference is visible at close range.

Executive Reception Areas

Executive suites typically have a dedicated reception or waiting area that serves as the antechamber to the
C-suite. The furniture here needs to be clearly above standard office quality:

« Leather or premium upholstered lounge seating — not standard waiting room chairs

« A high-quality reception desk in a finish coordinated with the rest of the executive floor

« Coffee or end tables in coordinated finishes — glass or premium laminate tops

 Art and plants are not furniture but they complete the space — budget for them alongside furniture

The Rules You Can't Ignore

* ADA in executive areas accessible to employees and visitors. Executive conference rooms and
visitor-accessible offices must maintain accessible dimensions regardless of floor level.

* BIFMA certification even on premium furniture. Premium price doesn't guarantee commercial durability
certification. Verify BIFMA compliance on all seating regardless of brand.

« Cable management as a quality signal. Visible cabling in an executive office looks careless. Plan
grommet ports, power hubs, and floor boxes at design time.

What Most Buyers Get Wrong

« Overpaying for brand names at the executive level. There are significant quality options at 30-50% of
luxury brand pricing that are visually and functionally equivalent. Focus on veneer quality, fit and finish, and
durability — not the badge on the back.
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* Mismatched finish families. A beautiful executive desk next to a credenza in a slightly different wood

tone reads as mismatched and reduces the intentional premium feel.

e Under-sizing the meeting area. An executive who hosts 3-person discussions at the corner of their desk
rather than at a proper table loses a significant quality-of-meeting advantage.

e Boardroom chairs that are uncomfortable for long meetings. High-stakes board meetings run 2-4
hours. Chairs without proper lumbar support and adjustment lead to visible physical discomfort, which is a

board engagement problem.

e Skimping on the executive reception area. Senior visitors, board members, and major clients form their
first impression in the reception area before they meet anyone. The furniture here carries disproportionate

weight relative to its square footage.

How to Stretch Your Budget

Executive desk 72—-84" $1,500-$5,000+
Credenza (matching) $800-$2,500
High-back leather executive chair $600-$2,000
Boardroom table (12-seat) $5,000-$20,000+
Boardroom leather chairs $500-%$1,200 ea.
Executive reception lounge $1,500-$5,000 total

Your Quick Shopping List

Focus on veneer or finish quality — not
brand name; $1,500-$2,500 range
offers genuine quality

Must coordinate with desk finish — buy
as set

BIFMA certified; mid-range quality is
fine at $600—$900

Real veneer or solid surface top — rest
of the spec can flex

Full set; budget $6,000-$14,400 for 12
chairs

2-3 leather chairs + side table; quality
over quantity

« Executive desk 72—84" in walnut, mahogany, or dark cherry veneer/laminate with built-in cable

management
» Matching credenza behind or beside desk

« Matching bookcase wall for credential/reference display and file storage

« High-back leather executive chair — BIFMA certified, adjustable lumbar and arms

* Round 48-54" meeting table with 4 upholstered chairs for in-office meeting zone

* Premium leather or upholstered conference chairs for boardroom
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« Executive reception: leather lounge seating, high-quality reception desk
« Wire management: grommet ports, power hubs, floor boxes throughout
FindOfficeFurniture.com has commercial-grade pieces for every industry — free shipping on everything, a

lifetime warranty, and 30+ years helping buyers like you. Call or shop online and we'll help you nail the right
setup at the right price.

Ready to find the right furniture?
www.FindOfficeFurniture.com | 888-719-4960 | Free Shipping - Expert Guidance
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