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Law Firms & Legal Offices Office Furniture — What You Actually
Need

Furnishing a law firm means balancing two things that don't always play nicely together: a polished,
trust-building environment for clients and a highly functional workspace for people who work long hours with
mountains of documents. Here's how to get both right without blowing the budget.

The Must-Have Pieces by Space

Partner & Associate Offices

Credenza storage behind the desk is almost mandatory in legal — attorneys accumulate case files fast. An
L-shaped or U-shaped desk gives enough surface for simultaneous document review and computer work. Look
for desks with built-in file pedestals or plan to add them separately. Wood laminate finishes in dark walnut or
mahogany project the gravitas clients expect from a firm. Go 72" or wider on the main desk surface — legal
work just takes up more horizontal space than other industries.

Conference Rooms

The conference table is the centerpiece of your client-facing brand. Boat-shaped or rectangular tables in 10–20
foot lengths are standard for firm conference rooms. Built-in power modules (2 duplex outlets + 2 USB ports per
seat minimum) are a must for modern depositions and presentations. Match the table finish to partner office
furniture — consistency signals intentionality. Seating should be leather or high-quality vinyl task chairs that are
comfortable for 3–4 hour meetings without looking casual.

Paralegal & Legal Staff Workstations

Paralegals and legal assistants live in dual-monitor territory. You need 60"+ desk surfaces with at least 30"
depth. Overhead storage hutches or lateral file cabinets at arm's reach — legal-size drawers only (letter-size is
undersized for the industry). If you're doing an open bullpen for support staff, benching at 60–66" per seat
works well. Plan acoustic panels into the layout if the bullpen is adjacent to attorney offices or conference
rooms.

Law Library & Research Areas

Open bookcase shelving at 36" wide with 13–14" depth per shelf handles standard reporter sets. Plan for 10–12
linear feet of shelving per attorney in active practice areas. Research carrels (individual study-style desks with
privacy panels) maximize focus in shared research spaces.

Reception

High-quality reception desk in a finish matching the rest of the firm. Upholstered lounge seating — leather or
high-quality vinyl — at client-appropriate quality. A credenza or low storage piece behind reception keeps the
front desk organized without looking cluttered.
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The Rules You Can't Ignore

• Client confidentiality extends to furniture placement. Don't position paralegal workstations where
clients waiting in reception can overhear case discussions or see documents on screens. Privacy screens or
panel heights of 52–65" work here.

• ADA applies to client-accessible areas. Reception desk needs an ADA-lowered section at 36" max
height; conference room table leg clearance must accommodate wheelchairs (27" H × 30" W minimum).

• File security matters. Lateral and vertical file cabinets in attorney offices should have locking bars or
individual drawer locks. FireKing and similar brands offer rated security filing appropriate for sensitive client
records.

Making the Space Work for Long Hours

• Attorney task chairs need BIFMA X5.1 certification and a minimum 250 lb weight rating — 300 lb is better
for a broad user population.

• Adjustable lumbar support and armrests are not optional for people working 10-hour days — skimp here
and you're paying for it in turnover and discomfort complaints.

• Monitor arms for attorney workstations free up desk surface for documents — single or dual arm per
station depending on practice.

• Task lighting in offices reduces eye fatigue during document review; overhead office lighting alone isn't
enough for close reading work.

What Most Buyers Get Wrong

• Mismatching furniture quality across the firm. A beautiful conference room next to a cheap-looking
paralegal bullpen sends a mixed message. Coordinate finish families even if budget quality differs by zone.

• Under-sizing conference table seating. If your table seats 12, buy 14 chairs. Depositions and
mediations regularly bring in extra parties.

• Forgetting legal-size filing. Standard letter-size file drawers (12" deep) can't accommodate legal-size
documents (14" long) without folding. Legal-size drawers are 15" deep minimum.

• Skipping wire management. Attorney offices with visible cable runs look sloppy and date the space fast.
Plan grommet holes, cable channels, and in-desk power from day one.

• Buying residential-grade furniture for a firm. It looks okay initially but wears badly under commercial
use and doesn't hold up to the cleaning schedules commercial spaces require.

How to Stretch Your Budget
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Zone Where to Invest Where to Save

Partner offices Quality desk + credenza that signals
status

Task chair — BIFMA certified doesn't
mean expensive

Conference rooms Table finish and built-in power —
clients notice

Side chairs can be mid-range leather
vinyl

Paralegal area Ergonomic seating — people sit here
8+ hrs/day

Desks — workhorse laminate holds up
fine

Law library Heavy-duty shelving — books are
dense and heavy

Carrel style doesn't need to be
premium

Reception Statement piece desk + lounge seating
quality

Storage behind reception can be
economy grade

Your Quick Shopping List

• 72"+ executive desks with file pedestals and credenza storage for attorneys

• 10–14 ft conference table with built-in power and ADA-accessible knee clearance

• Leather or premium vinyl conference chairs — BIFMA rated, comfortable for 3+ hours

• Legal-size lateral file cabinets (15" depth, locking bar) for each attorney office

• 60–66" dual-monitor workstations for paralegal/staff bullpen

• Open bookcases 36" wide × 80–84" tall for law library storage

• Reception desk with ADA lowered section + quality lounge seating for reception area

• BIFMA-certified ergonomic task chairs with lumbar adjustment for all staff

FindOfficeFurniture.com has commercial-grade pieces for every industry — free shipping on everything, a
lifetime warranty, and 30+ years helping buyers like you. Call or shop online and we'll help you nail the right
setup at the right price.
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